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asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
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“Remember the Former Days” 
Hebrews 10:32-39 

Prepared by Patrick J. Griffiths 
 
The warning passages in Hebrews are problematic as noted by their checkered history as to 
what they mean and for whom they are written.  This passage is meant to encourage believers 
in their believing and to encourage the unbelieving to believe.  I do not believe its intent is to 
create doubt in the mind of the believing, but to encourage them to persevere by looking to 
Jesus and not looking back to the first covenant. 
 
This passage accents something we often fail to grasp.  The Book of Hebrews celebrates the 
sufficiency of Jesus Christ.  It is written to those who have either dismissed Him or once 
having been enlightened begins turning back.  One of the reasons many turn back is because of 
open persecution and public humiliation.  They conclude that Christ is simply not worth the 
suffering and loss.  Yet there is another group, the largest segment, who has endured great 
suffering because they believe He is better.  Hebrews 11 will expand on this group and the 
larger idea of suffering will walk us into chapter 12.  The idea of suffering for one’s faith colors 
the entire book.  From 10:19 to the end of the book this is the seasoning added to our meal. 
 
Our difficulty is the way we continue to package the Christian faith.  We “sell it” by either 
suggesting or telling people outright that Jesus Christ will make their lives better and they will 
be happier and more successful than before.  This is not true.  Jesus does not make your life 
better; Jesus is better than your life. 
 
I always find it interesting to watch how people salt food or slather on any type of sauce on a 
sandwich or meat.  Most people can eat any kind of meat as long as it is soaked in barbecue 
sauce or ketchup.  You can take the driest chunk of meat and slob on a big gob of sauce and 
that meat will “taste” better.  Jesus is the sauce.  He makes anything better because He is 
better. 
 
A preliminary passage that enables us to understand the idea of perseverance in the Book of 
Hebrews is Matthew 13 where our Lord gives us instruction through parables.  Many think 
Matthew was written after Hebrews.  And some would suggest the Gospels as a whole were 
written to explain difficulties and expand deficiencies in the Letters.   
 
If this is so then what our Lord does in Matthew 13 is answer questions raised in Hebrews.  
There is great consistency of theme within the Scripture.  The Bible does not contradict itself.  
Even when our finite minds struggle to grasp certain truths, upon further examination there is 
clarity.    When we take a text like Hebrews 10:32-39 there is concern as to what it says, but 
upon further examination within the larger context of the chapter and book and Bible, it 
becomes clear.   
 
Thus, before we jump into Hebrews 10:32-39 let us consider Matthew 13 broadly. 
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• First, Matthew presents Jesus as the fulfillment of the Seed Promise and thus King of Israel. 

• Second, His kingship is received by some and rejected by others. 

• Third, Jesus seeks to answer the question as to why some receive Him and others reject 
Him. 

• Fourth, the Parables of the Kingdom in Matthew 13 have in mind that some receive Him 
and others reject Him.  Initially we read where He gives the parable (vv. 1-9).  Then He tells 
His audience what He meant by what He said (vv. 18-23).   

 
In presenting Jesus as the King of Israel, Matthew notes how some have received Him and 
others have not.  There is no sliding scale between believing and not believing.  You either do 
or you do not believe.  The first three soils speak of those who do not believe.  This same 
contrast is noted in the Olivet Discourse in Matthew 24, 25.  There are two groups, two ways 
(Matt. 7:13, 14).  No matter how many variables or expressions within each category, there are 
still only two categories.  One either believes or he does not believe.  The soils are like this.  
There might be three shades of unbelief, but it is all unbelief.  Within the category of unbelief 
there are those who profess faith in Christ, but turn away when confronted by persecution 
(Matt. 13:21). 
 
Jesus goes on to point out how it is often impossible to tell who is or is not a follower of Jesus.  
This appears to be the point of the tares and wheat (Matt. 13:24-43).  Genuine faith sells 
everything to purchase the one pearl of great value or a treasure hidden in the field (vv. 44-46). 
 
His audience is those who sold everything to purchase the one pearl of great price.  They have 
endured persecution and have stood the test.  They saw the value of Jesus over everything 
else.  They were certain the fulfillment was of greater satisfaction than the shadow.  The author 
identifies his audience as those who were enlightened.  The word is photizo.  It is the word 
from which we get our word “light.”  The verb speaks of making one light, the act of 
enlightening, of illuminating. 
 
John the Baptist identifies Jesus as the true light who lights everyone who comes into the 
world (John 1:9).  Paul speaks of understanding being enlightened (Eph. 1:18; 3:9).  He sees 
such enlightenment as divine in origin.  God enables understanding.  The author of Hebrews 
speaks to this same idea in Hebrews 6:4 and 10:32. 
 

For in the case of those who have once been enlightened and have tasted of the heavenly gift 
and have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit, (Heb. 6:4) 
 
But remember the former days, when, after being enlightened, you endured a great conflict of 
sufferings, (Heb. 10:32) 

 
If the glory of God is the consequence of His presence (Rev. 18:1; 21:23; 22:5), then it is God’s 
presence bringing the enlightenment.  One can encounter the presence of God without 
conversion, but one cannot be converted without God being present.  The author of Hebrews 
calls his audience to two action steps.   
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First, remember your past afflictions (vv. 32-34).  The word “remember” is a present 
imperative.  He addresses our volition, not our emotion, although I do not believe intellect, 
volition, and emotion can be separated even though we do for the sake of understanding each.  
Remembering is a good thing for us to do. 
 
Consider this as an action step, I would encourage you to take a few minutes and write out 
personal testimony of God's saving grace in 250 words. Keep in mind three things: 1) this was 
my life before I came to Christ. This is why I need Christ to save me. I am a sinner, radically 
depraved and Christ died for me. 2) This is when I placed my faith in the saving grace of God 
and was born again. I believed on Christ as my Savior. 3) This is what God is doing in and 
through my life since the day I trusted in Christ to save me. This is how He has changed my 
life. You will be surprised how the Holy Spirit will enable you to recall how He brought you to 
repentance, faith in Christ and the changes He has brought about since He began His life in 
you. He will open doors for you to share this simple testimony of His saving grace.  If you 
cannot write out your testimony, your faith journey, then perhaps you need to think of where 
you are in relation to Jesus Christ. 
 
He then speaks of what they faced because of their faith in Jesus the Christ.   
 
They endured a great conflict of sufferings.  “Here we have an allusion to the combats at the 
Grecian games, or to exhibitions of gladiators at the public spectacles.”1  “The word "fight" 
means, properly, contention, combat, such as occurred in the public games. Here the idea is, 
that in the trials referred to they had a great struggle; that is, a struggle to maintain their faith 
without wavering, or against those who would have led them to apostatize from their 
religion.”2 
 
Jesus offers us rest and His way is easy, but you live in an arena where there are daily contests 
pushing and pulling you in your faith walk.  There are a multiplicity of voices and vices 
wanting you to say Jesus is necessary, but not enough.  You have to see yourself as a 
combatant, a gladiator if you will, and fight for your life. 
 
They were made a public spectacle.  “Ye were exhibited as wild beasts and other shows at the 
theatres.”3  The word “public spectacle” comes from theatrizo.  The verb form is used only 
once in the NT.  The noun form is used three times. 
 

And the whole city was filled with confusion: and having caught Gaius and Aristarchus, men of 
Macedonia, Paul's companions in travel, they rushed with one accord into the theatre. (Acts 
19:29) 
 
And certain of the chief of Asia, which were his friends, sent unto him, desiring him that he 
would not adventure himself into the theatre. (Acts 19:31) 
 
For I think that God hath set forth us the apostles last, as it were appointed to death: for we are 
made a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men. (1 Cor. 4:9) 
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“It was a common custom among the Greeks and Romans to lead criminals, before they were 
put to death, through the theatre, and thus to expose them to the insults and reproaches of the 
multitude.”4 

 
None of us have ever encountered such public humiliation for our faith in Jesus the Christ. 
 
They also were willing to be identified with those who were so treated.  The word “sharer” is 
koinonos.  It speaks of partakers and companions.  Their partnership with those who suffered 
loss is noted by two qualities.  They showed sympathy to the prisoners.  The English word for 
sympathy is the transliteration of this particular Greek word.  It is a compound word 
combining “with” and “pathos.”  It is to share in their sorrow, to feel their pain and loss.  You 
make their pain your pain.  They did not look with indifference on the sufferings of others.   
 
And they accepted joyfully the seizure of your property.  This type of language is also seen in 
Acts where those who suffered considered it a privilege (Acts 5:41).  Here we find the suffering 
of this present world incapable of comparing with the glory that is to follow (Rom. 8:18).  
“They were deprived of their inheritances, turned out of their houses, and plundered of their 
goods; they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, tormented.  
To suffer such persecution patiently was great; to endure it without a murmur was greater; to 
rejoice in it was greatest of all.  But how could they do all this?  The next clause informs us.”5  
They are a part of the company of those who suffered loss mentioned in Hebrews 11:36-38.  A 
really good thing to remember is how not everything in your life is going to turn out the way 
you want or think.  The people in our passage suffered the loss of their property because of 
their faith. 
 
We would do well to remember how, “Property here soon vanishes. Riches take to themselves 
wings and fly away, or at any rate all that we possess must soon be left. But in heaven all is 
permanent and secure. No calamity of war, pestilence or famine; no change of times; no 
commercial embarrassment; no failure of a crop, or a bank; no fraud of sharpers and 
swindlers, and no act of a pick-pocket or highwayman can take it away; nor does death ever 
come there to remove the inhabitants of heaven from their ‘mansions.’ With this hope, 
therefore, Christians may cheerfully see their earthly wealth vanish, for they can look forward 
to their enduring and their better inheritance.”6 
  
The second action step is found in verses 35-39, “Do not throw away your present confidence.”  
His encouragement not to throw away where they are currently at is contained in four 
reminders.   
 
Remember your present joy (v. 35 [“confidence”]).  Before I comment on our present joy let me 
say a word concerning a question some might raise by what we are reading.  This passage 
would suggest we can throw away what we gained.  However, let us put it in the larger 
context of the book and of the Bible.  First, the issue is one of belief, not behavior.  Your ability 
to endure suffering does not merit salvation.  Your ability to endure suffering is an indicator of 
salvation.  But failure in suffering is an option and the outcome is not a loss of reward.  If you 
shun suffering by trampling under foot the Son of God and calling unclean His sanctifying 
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work and insulting the Holy Spirit, then you have serious needs.  But failure in suffering is 
possible. 
 
Remembering Matthew 13 enables us to see how a refusal to suffer for Christ can also be an 
indicator of unbelief, but suffering does not merit salvation. 
 
The word for “casting off” is used here and in Mark 10:50 where it speaks of a blind man 
“casting away his garment, rose, and came to Jesus.”  What exactly is being thrown away?  The 
text says our confidence.  What is this confidence referencing?  The word is used four times in 
Hebrews. 
 

But Christ as a son over his own house; whose house are we, if we hold fast the confidence and 
the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end. (Heb. 3:6) 
 
Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find 
grace to help in time of need. (Heb. 4:16) 
 
Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, (Heb. 10:19) 
 
Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great recompense of reward. (Heb. 10:35) 

 
The confidence spoken of is our ability to go through the torn veil into the very presence of 
God because of our Lord’s finished work.  Why would you throw this away?  Resting on the 
finished work of Jesus Christ as the sole means of entering into the presence of God is the great 
reward.  To stop resting and to start working is to throw away the freedom of access and the 
assurance of acceptance.  This is the great reward. 
 
He then reminds them of their need for patient endurance (v. 36 [“you have need of 
endurance”]).  In the midst of persecution their need is one of patient endurance, an endurance 
marked by cheerfulness.  This they apparently have when they accepted joyfully the seizure of 
their property.  The word “endurance” in verse 37 is the same found in Hebrews 12:1 of 
running with patience.  Patience is needed for the end is in sight (v. 37). 
 
He next reminds them of their prepared readiness (vv. 37, 38 [“live by faith/expectancy”]).  
“The author of Hebrews quotes this passage (Hab. 2:3, 4) to make the point that the readers 
must endure their persecution as God's will and that God will deliver them ultimately; thus, 
he puts the requirement of faith into an eschatological context.”7  The exhortation is to stay the 
course.  Not only is there a future hope, but there is a present confidence.  Jesus Christ is the 
better possession, He is the lasting one, and He is the great reward.  This is what Moses found 
to be true (Heb. 11:26). 
 
It is of interest to me to put the information in the Gospels as illustrations of these thoughts.  
The Letters explain in detail many of the questions we might have, but the gospels illustrate 
these points graphically for us.  In the Olivet Discourse (Matthew 24, 25) with His disciples, 
our Lord spoke of two groups of people those who believe and those who do not believe.  The 
non-believing do not wait for their Lord’s return and become sloppy in their focus.  The sign of 
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their sloppiness was their focus on shadow and the dismissal of the reality and substance.  
This is where we hear, “Seek first the kingdom of God” (Matt. 6:33).  This is where we hear 
Paul say, “Keep seeking things above; set your mind on things above and not on things 
below” (Col. 3:1-4).  The believing do wait and do prepare and stay at the ready (1 John 3:1-3).  
The readiness is not “clean up your life, but rather change your perspective.”  The 
preparation noted in Hebrews 12:1, 2 calls us to lay aside every weight and the sin that 
entangles us because it clutters our path and pursuit of Christ.  We are like Billy in the Family 
Circus Cartoon.  We wander all over the place and then wonder why we are tired.  Friend, the 
path to God is uncluttered and wide open.  Our readiness is not what enables access and 
acceptance.  Our readiness is a sign of our access and acceptance.   
 
He finally reminds them of their persevering faith (v. 39 [“we have faith”]).  The author of 
Hebrews isn’t threatening as much as he is cheering them on.  Don’t quit now; the line is just 
around the corner.  Jesus stands with open arms just around the bend.  He is there; you simply 
cannot see Him.  But the Holy Spirit is assuring us all along the way of the better possession.  
Hang on, don’t quit.  Keep reaching.   
 
All of us have played games or been in contests where we were ever so close to winning, but 
as we strain and stretch we miss it by the width of a single thread.  And when missed 
everyone clamors with an ooh and ah, cheering you on to try one more time until finally the 
prize is attained.  We can picture the facial contortions and body bending taking place as we 
enter into the struggle of the pursuer.  That is what the author of Hebrews is doing here.  It is 
with pathos he tells his audience not to give up what Christ has attained, and it is with joy he 
cheers on those who suffer persecution by assuring them of their present hope and future 
reward. 
 

“They had the fullest evidence that they were the children of God, the Spirit itself bearing this 
witness to their spirits; and if children than heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ.  They 
knew that heaven was their portion, and that to it they had a sure right and indefeasible title 
by Christ Jesus.  This accounts, and this alone can account, for their taking joyfully the spoiling 
of their goods: they had Christ in their hearts; they knew that they were his children, and that 
they had a kingdom, but that kingdom was not of this world.  They had the support they 
needed, and they had it in the time in which they needed it most [emphasis added].”8 

 
When the author speaks of those who shrink back he does not speak of them with disdain.  He 
is not glad or arrogant.  He grieves for their loss.  Those who turn back lose everything.  We 
use such terms as cowards to describe those who turn back, but their reasoning and pain is 
real.  They fail to see in the moment the greater reward.  Why some do and others do not is a 
mystery left with God.  “The word upostellein signifies, not only to draw back, but to slink 
away and hide through fear.  In this sense it is used by the very best Greek writers, as well as 
by Josephus and Philo.”9 
 
The path before us is entered by faith, sustained by faith and finishes in faith.  Verse 39 ends 
with a positive and leads us into chapter 11 where we will see others just like those who are 
currently persevering to the saving of their souls. 
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In light of this text let us remember our past conversion.  Let us hold fast to our present 
confidence that the veil has been rent and we now have a full and free audience before our 
great and mighty King of kings and Lord of lords.  And finally let us not give up what is 
already yours.  Friends, let us keep running.  We’re almost home and the reward is just around 
the corner. 
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